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TMD Friction brake pads at Panamericana: Long-distance driver Rainer Zietlow is set to 
attempt to break his own world record 
 
Leverkusen, 28th of May 2019. In mid-June 2019, long-distance driver Rainer Zietlow is set 

to attempt to break his own world record. The German world record driver plans to set a 

new long-distance world record on the longest road of the world, the Pan-Americana 

Highway, which stretches more than 16.000 miles (22500 km) through 14 countries from 

Alaska to Argentina. In less than 11 days and 17 hours Rainer Zietlow and his team aim to 

break their own world record on the Panamericana from 2011 in a Volkswagen Touareg. 

The car of the German adventurer will be a standard Volkswagen Amarok V6 with 224 hp 

produced at Volkswagen Argentina. The only modification is an additional fuel tank of 120 

liters. 

Textar is supporting the team attempting to break this record and also supported Rainer 

Zietlow’s previous successful long-distance record attempt on the Dakar-Moscow route 

back in 2017. The Volkswagen Amarok V6 has been kitted out with brake pads by TMD 

Friction. The OE and copper free brake pads have passed all the tests required to deal 

with the special challenges.  

 

Mid of June 2019, Rainer Zietlow and the team will start the world record attempt from 

Alaska to Argentina by crossing the Darien Jungle between Panama und Colombia in a 

scheduled cargo plane as the Panamericana is interrupted between these both countries. 

The road trip can be followed “live” on www.panamericanaworldrecord.com.   

 

Since 2005 Rainer Zietlow supports the international organization “SOS Children`s 

Villages” with his projects. For each driven kilometer he will donate 15 Euro Cents during 

his world record drive for a SOS Children’s Village in Goiorere, Brazil. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.panamericanaworldrecord.com/
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Caption 1: The Volkswagen Amarok V6 has been kitted out with brake pads by TMD Friction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caption 2: Mid of June 2019, Rainer Zietlow and the team will start the world record attempt from 

Alaska to Argentina. 

 

Photo: Copyright TMD Friction, 2019. Reprinting permitted free of charge providing that the source is 

quoted. Please send us a specimen copy.   

 

About TMD Friction 

 

TMD Friction, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Nisshinbo Holdings Inc., is one of the global leaders in 

brake pad manufacture for the automotive and brake industry. Alongside disc brake pads and drum 

brake linings for cars and commercial vehicles, its product portfolio also includes motorsport brake 

pads and friction materials for industry. TMD Friction supplies the global spare parts market with 

brands such as Textar, Nisshinbo, Mintex, Don, Pagid and Cobreq. TMD Friction also develops and 

produces friction linings for industry under the brand names Cosid and Dynotherm. The TMD Friction 

Group has four sites in Germany, with additional sites in Europe, the USA, Brazil, Mexico, China, Japan 
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and South Africa and employs around 4,700 staff worldwide. For more information, visit 

www.tmdfriction.com. 
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